Pastor Abimael Ayala

Iglesia de Dios Pentecostal Fitchburg
276 Water St

Fitchburg, MA 01420-5649

Representative Stephan Hay
Massachusetts State House
24 Beacon St.

Boston, MA 02133

Dear Representative Hay,
We, the undersigned, strongly oppose attempts to legalize assisted suicide in Massachusetts.

Recently, the Joint Committee on Public Health issued a favorable report to legislation that would
legalize assisted suicide. The legalization of assisted suicide is already reprehensible, but to pass this bill
out of committee in a time when thousands of COVID-19 victims are already dying in Massachusetts is
unfathomable.

This bill targets the sick and especially the elderly and minority communities. These concerns are more
manifested today due to the fact that loved ones cannot visit the sick and elderly.

This bill would exacerbate elderly abuse. Hospital care can be expensive; suicide is cheap. There are far
more meaningful and humane end-of-life options to consider, especially palliative care and hospice
services.

The 2,500-year-old Hippocratic Oath, sworn to by medical professionals, states: “I will use treatment to
help the sick according to my ability and judgment, but never with a view toward injury and wrong-
doing. Neither will | administer a poison to anybody when asked to do so, nor will | suggest such a
course.” In addition, The American Medical Association and the American College of Physicians, the
nation's two largest medical organizations, have recently and overwhelmingly re-affirmed opposition to
the legalization of assisted suicide. This last statement was made in an open letter from 100
Massachusetts' physicians and healthcare professionals in opposition to legalizing assisted suicide.

Assisted Suicide advocates often tell heart-wrenching stories about intractable pain and prolonged,
intense physical suffering as justification for intentionally ending one’s life. However, in Oregon and
Washington State, the most common concern cited by people who want to commit suicide is the loss of
autonomy followed by being less able to engage in enjoyable activities and loss of dignity. Many feel
like they have become a burden on their families.

Massachusetts' voters have already firmly rejected the legalization of assisted suicide in a statewide
referendum held in 2012. Legalization of assisted suicide received its strongest opposition in the 2012
ballot initiative from minority and low-income communities.

Given the facts and the current crisis we face, we trust you to do the right thing and reject
S 2745 and H 4782, legislation to legalize assisted suicide in Massachusetts.



Additional Concerns from the Minority Community:

o Already negatively impacted by inadequate health care systems, minority communities will be
further disadvantaged by profit-based insurance companies and hospital systems which will find it
economically rewarding to deny life-saving care and instead fund much cheaper lethal drugs to assist a

patient’s suicide.

. Patient struggles for adequate health care are already experienced most severely by minority

communities. Assisted suicide will exponentially increase these struggles.

. Studies show that minorities in particular receive inferior care for cardiac conditions, diabetes
and pain management. They are the sickest on organ transplant lists, and they are diagnosed with
cancer at later stages than the rest of the population.

o Distributing lethal medications to individuals who are medically dependent, financially burdened
and sometimes emotionally vulnerable, instead of providing access to needed palliative and life-saving

care, is morally reprehensible.

. Allowing third parties to coerce or strongly encourage requests for lethal drugs and then have
the ability to secure the drugs and potentially give them to the patient without consent and with no
medical supervision places vulnerable populations at high risk.

o The timing of this legislation at a time when minority communities are most impacted by COVID-
19 is particularly tone deaf and demeaning.

On behalf of our families and communities, we strongly urge the Massachusetts legislature to defeat all
attempts to legalize assisted suicide in our State.
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